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Expressions
Message from Head Boy & Head Girl
Message from the School Head Girl and Head Boy
Leadership is the capacity to translate vision into reality.
Leadership for students is highly important as they understand what all it
takes to know the way and show the way. Leadership is about the art of
motivating, influencing, and directing people so that they work together to
achieve the goals of a team.
It’s important for us to experience leadership opportunities during
their schooling, to learn the art of building relationships within teams, defining identities, and achieving tasks effectively. It also provides an opportunity to learn to identify and display effective communication and interpersonal skills.
Leadership begins with identifying and understanding our values.
Our values are our fundamental beliefs, those principles we consider to be
worthwhile and desirable.
Leadership brings opportunities to achieve success with friends and peers
in the classroom, on sporting fields, and the stage.
Fortunately, we have got the opportunity to help our peers with everything
and take the team forward as Head Boy and Head Girl.
The journey to win the elections started with the interview round, in which
we had to demonstrate our skills & competence to be chosen as the leaders
of the school.
After the interview round was done, we had been given time to deliver our thoughts and ideas to our
fellow students. Over the period of 3 to 4 days, we had to address all our juniors and convince them regarding, why we would like to become the Head Boy and Head Girl of the school. In order to do so, we had
mentioned multiple ideas that we propose to implement. As we had multiple candidates for this position, we had
to make ourselves stand out. It was a tough competition for everyone.
Then finally came the day of the election; all the students had caste their votes for their leaders of choice.
As the school had announced the winners, we the leaders had a sense of pride and had taken the
responsibility to lead all the students of the school to succeed in life.
Head Girl – V.V.K. Lasya
Head Boy – Akshat Ramakrishna Goud
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Sea Tunnel
What is the use of a sea tunnel? Well, here it is: - The building of a
canal tunnel is crucial to help a waterway that is normally used for
shipping cross a difficult section of terrain. They are also constructed to
reduce the dependency on canal locks.
Before; sailors of Norway used the stad peninsular route which was
treacherous and dangerous.
In the near future, sailors of Norway don’t have to use the dangerous
route of the stad peninsula. The government has given the green signal
for the construction of the stad sea tunnel designed by snøhetta.
The tunnel will require three million cubic meters of rock to be removed.
Marking the boundary of the Norwegian Sea and the North Sea, the
Stad peninsular is one of the most dangerous local areas for shipping
and is considered one of the main barriers to running a fast passenger
service along the coast.
“The Stad ocean is one of the most weather-exposed areas along the Norwegian coast. With a ship tunnel,
we want to improve safety at sea,” said minister of transport Knut Arild Hareide last year.
“The project will also facilitate the establishment of a high-speed vessel route and the transfer of goods from
land to sea transport.”
The 1.7-kilometre Stad Ship Tunnel, which will have a pair of stone entrances designed by Snøhetta, has
been given the green light and construction is now set to begin in 2022.
The Norwegian Coastal Administration (NCA) received an assignment letter from the Ministry of Transport
and Communications to begin preparing for the construction of the project.
Designed to make shipping safer along the west coast of Norway, the Stad Ship Tunnel will connect the
Kjødepollen bay and Vanylvsfjorden.
It is believed to be the first tunnel for large ships built anywhere in the world.
The total project will cost around $2.8 billion and 330 million Norwegian kroner.
“This is a large, comprehensive, and not at least interesting project,” said NCA director general Einar Vik
Arset. “We are more than ready to build the world’s first full-scale ship tunnel.”
I wish the Norwegian workers good luck to build the world’s biggest shipping tunnel, and fans of Norwegian
goods may experience faster deliveries as the ships do not need to go around the dreaded peninsula.

Health & Hygiene
As India is a country of large population and the density is very high so, maintaining the health and hygiene
isn’t a piece of cake. There are many problems related to health and hygiene amongst the people.
Health and hygiene is always a problem in India because it is a developing country and it is densely populated. Many people in the rural areas are not aware of the methods to dispose waste and the importance of
personal hygiene. Subsequently this leads to easy spread of diseases. Pollution is also one of the major reasons for improper health. The health and hygiene depend on the personal attitude of a person. Furthermore,
the ignorance of health and hygiene causes lifestyle diseases, epidemics and many more diseases which lead
to loss of lives and less productivity. The animals get choked and die when they eat the plastic. This impacts
the economy.
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Cleanliness is next to godliness! A famous slogan by Mahatma Gandhi is much forgotten. In fact, there are
many ways to improve the health and hygiene of the citizens of India. New laws should be introduced so
that the people follow health and hygiene strictly. Health camps should be organized so that we can spread
awareness on importance of health and hygiene. It is not only the government, but the citizens also should
also take the responsibility to dispose waste properly which helps us to stay healthy and hygienic. Toilets
should be built for each and every house in the rural areas to improve personal hygiene.
The health and hygiene not only hold the significance of an individual but the progress of the nation too.
Dhriti Shankari
Grade 7 C

Poems
A Tribute to our Teachers
Teachers around us and everywhere
we are here to celebrate your kindness and care.
You give us motivation to climb higher and higher
till we reach our desire.
‘Never give up’ is your motto
that makes us strive harder and harder
You create an environment so happy
Our mind’s creativity feels it can go whacky.
Children who exhibit different moods or at rest
you can handle everyone best
In the class you shine so bright
which paves the journey to our might
Corona thought it could stop our learning
and get children a vacation so cool
But nothing can stop you teachers
and you brought online school

Jeevika Puri
Grade: 9A
Birla Open Minds International School,
Kollur

Thank you teachers for reaching deep inside me
and unleashing all I can be.
LIFE IS HAPPINESS

Sadaf Fatima
Grade: 9A
Birla Open Minds International School,
Kollur

Life is a bunch of highs and lows,
But that is just how it goes,
Happiness and sadness come hand in hand,
And this is what we need to understand,
Sometimes life is just sad,
And for this we need to be glad,
Since happiness and sadness come hand in hand,
And now you must be getting really happy,
But I must bring you back to reality,
Remember when you get really happy,
And shout with glee,
You must see,
Happiness and sadness come hand in hand.
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The ultimate task.
Ensuring the next generation may pass,
An admirable feat, enough to make the greats gasp,
Creating a path, one no other can,
Hearing our doubts, and solving our problems,
Engraving our memories with their compliments and laughs,
Reminding us our abilities and stretching them out to their limit beyond anyone’s grasp,
Some day may we realize what enormous opportunities our teachers have given us to clasp.
Grade-11 - IHC Competition
Gayathri Vikram (Ambition)
Not the Earth We Want
Have Shakespeare’s words come true?
Hell is empty, and all the devils are here
What has happened to earth’s hue?
This is not the earth we want
The birds chirping
The wind rushing
All this has now gone exhaust
The beauty of nature is now lost
This is not the earth we want
Who is to blame?
This aspect of humanity we shall not claim
How long will this go on?
Time has been long gone
This is not the earth we want
Experimentation with animals’ isn’t a game
It is honestly a matter of shame
This cruelty has to come to an end
Our morality we cannot bend
This is not the earth we want
Time to come to our senses
Put an end to this crisis
Let us restore faith in humanity
Make this a better reality
Perhaps this is the earth we’d want
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Nida Rummaana (Legacy)
A refreshing wind, I felt as I reached
Another large tree as I swung and released
My hands in a fun periodic gap
And landed eventually on my mother’s lap.
We only shared seconds of cuddles
Before we heard the cautious huddles.
My mother held me worried for my soul
She hid us but the strangers succeeded in their troll
Right before the net touched the ground
And chaos captured my heart all around,
I watched my mother lay breathless
I shut my eyes, couldn’t bear the distress.
I wake to find myself imprisoned
I squeaked for help, no one listened
I witnessed tons of animals scream painfully
It was pretty obvious the next target was me
So they tranquilize me, analyzed me
Threw me back in my cage
Then they tie me to an IV
Celebrated saying the findings were insane
They took bottles and bottles of my blood
Summing my tears would give you a flood
I didn’t satisfy them so they replaced me
slowly, a painful death embraced me.
Viprakshi Gupta (Legacy)
We, elephants, were born free.
So, why keep us in chains?
Like you, we want to roam free.
Why make us walk on lanes?
We can express emotion, even empathy. Like you, we too mourn for our dead.
We raise a foot over an elephant body; back and forth we rock for our dead
We plow rice paddies and pull water carts;
We are abused by logging operators.
Do not all these leave you with bleeding hearts?
How long will you remain silent spectators?
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Sarupa V.L (Discovery)
An Unfortunate Fate
I lay in a corner
Chained and caged,
Amidst the danger
As a mighty storm raged.
Why do I have to face
Such an unfortunate fate?
Where I cannot be traced
In this inadequate estate.
While I should have been
Riding guinea pig wheels,
Running with my lads,
Eating fancy meals.
Rather, here I lay
In an awful predicament,
A scientist’s lab
To become an experiment.
You never know
What they can do to you,
They have injections
And poison too.
How dreadful it feels,
To be tested upon,
To be killed eventually
And thrown on the lawn.
Don’t they ever hear
Our faint lamentation?
Won’t they ever stop
This deprivation?
And yet we lay
Chained and caged,
Amidst the danger
As the mighty storm raged.
Not one helping hand
For us piggy slaves,
All we can hope
Is that you might save.
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Sathvika Konkimalla (Spirit)
Lost in the sea of darkness
Levitating far above my home
Even kept in a capsule by demand,
My fate is in another one’s hand
I fell for the innocence of a person
And now I am suffocating due to overheating
A clueless dog I am, never to be seen again
This poem is based on an innocent stray dog, Laika. Laika was selected to be orbited around Earth in the
spacecraft, Sputnik 2 at age 3. She rode 2,000 miles away from Earth struggling with suffocation of the
capsule and hunger. 4 days later, she perished due to overheating of the cabin and unfortunately fulfilled a
canine’s suicide mission.
Anjika Kumar (Legacy)
THE WORLD IS NOT OURS TO TREAT ANIMALS CRUELLY
The world is not ours
for us to decide
who we experiment on
and to whom we are kind
Animals are treated disgustingly
like they do not have their own lives
We humans can think
and animals can too
The world is not ours
to treat animals ruthlessly
Animals are living
like humans are
Animals cannot speak our words
but humans can do
guinea pigs are not toys
but they are the creation of nature
Make banners and create awareness
to decrease human cruelty
Let’s raise our voice
against the cruelty towards animals
Anjana Kumar Rao Parepalli (Ambition)
Artificial Melancholy
In the laboratory, I seldom find solace.
The hum of fluorescent light,
And lab coats rushing ‘round with fuss
One could maul them with spite
Then, it draws closer,
O’er the white, blinding floor
Past the dark plastered poster
And let out a strange, quiet roar
It angled to regard I,
As it positioned its limbs
Then I was taken,
While it uttered odd hymns
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Bhavna Viswanathan (Ambition)
I look out my window,
Into the open field.
I see others like me,
running around being free.
oh how i wish that were me.
I hear the hum of a machine,
I know what’s coming.
I fall into a dreamless sleep,
never to arise.
Nagaratna Pravalika Wunnava (Ambition)
I know animals can’t speak but,
This is all true they cry and hurt and play and love.
They have feelings just like us.
We can bring change with one step by not using products produced by animal testing
Shria Puppala (Legacy)
The First Test
An uncertain adventure I await
like a doll, to be used and tossed
before you may take my place.
Even if my survival is up to fate,
Remember and mourn, for I am to be
The first primate sent off to space.
(On June 11th, 1948, a rhesus monkey named Albert was put in a V-2 rocket and sent into outer space. He
flew an altitude of over 63 km before perishing of suffocation. Dozens of monkeys and other animals have
suffered the same fate Albert had.)
Animal Testing
The fog slowly falls,
The wild life begins to call.
Help, before it’s too late,
Soon we will be gone,
Please don’t close the gate
You can’t see us.
Hear our cry,
Leaving us alone to die
Injections and medicines
That makes us civ.
Oh. we really don’t want to die
We have no choice
this life we’ve got
All so you can be everything you’re not
Makeup and hairspray and everything not nice
Cruelly takes an animal’s life
Everything you want not what you need
All due to human greed
An mals Ovina al bocause of us
Don’t vou think enough 5 enough?
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The Situation At Its Best
Adwita Parikh
The pandemic has escaped from its cage. Spreading on all the corners of the world
today. It may be a hard time for staying in isolation, but it has got its advantages.
While, more than thousands of people are dying. Mother Nature is feeling happy to
breathe again.
The sky which would keep its face covered with pollution, is now to be seen clearly.
Animals that were to reach extinction are now bringing back their population. In the
past month, the road traffic fell by 70% globally.
“Nature is sending us a message” quoted the UN. The world has shown us her beauty except it is our duty
to see it and take care of it. The roads may be empty, but it gave the world to shine its light. “Nature is a
comfort under lockdown” No matter what we are facing but it is making up to the things that we were not
supposed to do to the world.
A Canadian author & social activist, ‘Naomi Klein’ detailed in her book that how a powerful pandemic can
change the feel of the environment all around the globe. If we stop focusing on what is on the dark side
instead of the bright, we can realize that nature is recovering itself.
Nature is something that we depend on. We get food, water, all our bare necessities which allows us to
survive. At this moment we are still depending by keeping her at work. To grow the fruits, vegetables, etc.
Last but not the least, we humans must understand that we need nature for living. And we must respect that
God lend us this world of his to live on. we do not have to look at the charts and graphs on the decrease of
global warming, pollution, poaching, etc. It is seen when you look out of your balcony. “Only we are
responsible for the actions & decisions we make” Once a wise man said. This situation has made us realize
the change between how we use to treat nature for only selfish reasons. “We do not inherit the Earth from
our ancestors, we borrow it from our children”
BIBLOGRAPHY
The Guardian Newspaper
Angel of Empathy
Once, a student was disconsolate and was grieving on the loss of his
mother, no one, neither his father, nor his siblings or anyone could bring
him out of the grief and the trauma but, he had a hand to hold, a hand to
wipe his tears, shower love and affection, walk him through the agony and
anguish, some who stayed by his side all the while, was none other than
his very own teacher. It was because of this one teacher, he got
another chance to have a mother.
Oh where do I start, from the motherly bond they build with us or the
heavenly words they deliver to
Karthikeya Vankineni
motivate us? Yes, I am talking about teachers, who always look upon us,
Grade: 9A
who correct our mistakes when
Birla
Open
Minds International
we are wrong, who feel even happier than us when we achieve something
School, Kollur
and of course they are the all-time well-wishers for any student. I often
ponder upon the thought that “Are teachers god sent angels of
knowledge and empathy for students”? I trip over myself whenever I get
the thought of the volume of the things they sacrifice to teach students that
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too with such high magnitude of passion and dedication. I feel comfortable sharing some incidents with the
teachers more than my parents because teachers guide us as our parents and they listen to us as our friends.
I am grateful and blessed to have teachers who, despite their busy schedules every single day, take time to
counsel students and help them with their personal problems.
Teachers an excellent live example of sacrifice, passion, love for every single student that walks through
their lives, in a nutshell, every teacher is no less than a parent to a student and our angle of empathy.
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Rise & Shine
Fire Safety - Evacuation Drill
Every year millions die in fire accidents in the workplace and at home. To make a change our students
were enlightened with simple fire safety procedures which makes it easy to look after our homes by
ourselves.
ost of the home fires are preventable. So, our students pledged to follow simple safety measures to
take care of their family.
The students embraced all the thoughtful ideas on evacuating hazards and emergency situations.
The Students of Grades 1 and 2 had an Evacuation Drill to acquaint the students about evacuation procedures in case of a fire, earthquake, or flood. The purpose of the evacuation drill was to familiarize and
reinforce proper evacuation routes and practices. The students were imparted with the knowledge of
appropriate actions, and they were made alert about the response whenever the fire alarm is heard, so that
everyone safely evacuates the area in an orderly manner. The students enjoyed the learning experience as
an important life skill programme, being calm and proactive without panicking.

Independence Day Celebration
“Our freedom fighters endured countless sufferings to give us back our Independence”. India’s freedom
fighters fought a long and hard struggle for the country’s independence, and for years their wise words
have inspired us.
India celebrated its 75th Independence Day on August 15, 2021, across the country amid the COVID 19
pandemic. To celebrate 75 years of Independence and commemorate it as ‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’, the
Government of India has invited people to submit videos of them singing the National Anthem.
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Our students extended their heartfelt tribute towards freedom fighters by dressing up like freedom fighters
and orating their speeches. There were many performances by students including singing, dancing and
shloka recitation in Hindi and Telugu.

Rashtrya Poshan Maah
To bring about awareness for the Raashtriya Poshan Maah, or the National Nutrition Mission, students
of Birla Open Minds International School participated with great enthusiasm. Raashtriya Poshan Maah was an
initiative taken by the Prime Minister of India, Honourable Narendra Modi, and takes place in September
every year ever since 8 March 2018.
Several interesting and informative activities were included, like- Power Point presentations, participated in the
Mygovt. Online quiz, videos on preparing healthy snacks, amalgamation of online classes, special virtual
backgrounds from scratch, which were then showcased and shared with the class, Meal planning was done by the
little ones and special virtual breakfast meet was arranged in some grades. To develop and include speaking
skills and confidence, two debates were held on very important topics such as why nutrition is important
for the first 1000 days of your life, and how mother’s milk is more beneficial than formula milk. The inputs
by the students and teachers were very informative.
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Teachers Day Celebration
The Teacher’s Day Special Assembly held on the 3rd of September 2021, was organized by the Student
Council. The event was planned and coordinated by the Head Boy Akshat Goud and the Head Girl VVK
Sree Lasya of Grade 12. The Student Council collaborated with the students of Grades 7-12 to compile multiple events for their beloved teachers. The events included Skits, Songs, Short Speeches, Mono
Act, Poem Recitation, Dance Presentation and concluded with a collage of hand written notes by the students
for their teachers. The entire video presentation along with the compilation and editing was prepared
without any support from the teachers. The Assembly ended with a word of appreciation on behalf of all
the teachers by the Senior Headmistress Ms. Amruta Rao. The very first event by the Student Council was
very well appreciated and has motivated the students to plan for future school events.

Youth Skills Day
A Special Assembly on the occasion of World Youth Skills Day was presented by the students of Grade
9A, on July 15, 2021.
The Skill India Mission, an initiative of the Central Government was launched on July 15 to empower the
youth skill for their employment and productivity in work environment.
A strong message was conveyed during the assembly, showing that skills are very essential. The objective
was to spread awareness about technical, vocational education training, and the development of other skills
relevant to both local and global economies. A video was put together by the collaborative efforts of the
students of 9A. A PPT was presented, which displayed the significance for skills, knowledge, and a good
mind-set. The thought and word for the day were themed on World Youth Skills Day, further bringing light
to its importance.
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Self Discovery
Flickering Fire
The Pre-Primary classes took up the theme of Flickering Fire as a part of experiential learning. The Theme
Culmination brought the virtual class alive by the teachers and students both dressed in Red. The little ones
enjoyed a Virtual Trip to the Fire Station, and they gained knowledge on different kinds of fire engines,
trucks, and their usage.
A workshop was conducted by the teacher on First Aid, which included first aid at home and school.
Children understood how to use the First Aid Kit. The students enjoyed making Foreman Helmets. The rule
“Stop, Drop and Roll” was reinformed in this theme .
In the culmination session, the little ones made posters on Fire Safety to spread awareness on what precautions can be taken in case of fire and how fire can be controlled.

Forest Fun
Forest fun is really magical, rich with wonder and self-discovery exploration.
Our young learners enjoyed camping in the forest along with fun filled games and activities during the virtual field trip to “National Park”. ‘National Park is home to many endemic species’ and the students had an
adventurous virtual trip staying in the tent and dressing in Camping attire was super exciting. The reflection activity on imaginary drawing of the National Park to foster their observation skills was conducted as
a post camping session.
A puppet show presentation by the teachers to reinforce the Theme and participation in the Awareness
Campaign made the Forest Lovers more responsible. Dancing on the beats of the foot tapping music,
“Walking in the Jungle” was an amazing experience for the young learners to hold the spirit of enthusiasm.
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French Day
La fête nationale française s’appelle le Quatorze Juillet – et non pas « le jour de la Bastille » comme en anglais. Elle commémore la prise de cette fameuse prison le 14 juillet 1789 et le déclenchement de la Révolution française. Symbole du pouvoir absolu et arbitraire de l’Ancien Régime de Louis XVI, la conquête
de la Bastille par le peuple prouva que le pouvoir du roi n’était plus absolu :les Français exigèrent qu’il se
fonde sur la Nation et qu’il soit modéré par une séparation des pouvoirs.
En dépit du fait qu’elle ne comptait que sept prisonniers en 1789, la prise de la Bastille devint le symbole
de la liberté et du combat contre l’oppression. Elle représenta, tout comme le drapeau tricolore, les trois
idéaux de la République : Liberté, Égalité et Fraternité pour tous. Avec la fin de la monarchie absolue, la
Nation souveraine naquit et, en 1792, la Première République s’inventa.
Pour commémorer le premier anniversaire de la prise de la Bastille, des délégués de toutes les régions de
France se réunirent à Paris pour la Fête de la Fédération. Ils proclamèrent leur allégeance à une seule communauté nationale et réclamèrent le droit à l’autodétermination.
En France, le Quatorze Juillet se fête avec des défilés de militaires et d’anciens combattants pendant la
journée et des feux d’artifice le soir.

Role Play
Role Playing Activity on ‘The Hundred Dresses 1 & 2’ by Grade 10 B
‘The Hundred Dresses’ by ‘El Bsor Esert’ is a story that circles around three high school girls. Peggy-the
popular girl, sensitive at heart however bullies Wanda, Maddie-she relates to Wanda being poor and wants
to stand up for her, however, is afraid as she doesn’t want to become a new target for Peggy and the other
girls and Wanda a poor, introvert girl who really just wanted to be friends with them. A fun activity to understand the complexity and behavior of the characters for dialogue writing, at least that’s how it
started, the dialogue writing developed into a competition between three groups in which each group was
given a situation to write dialogues about, namely:
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->the scene for Wanda’s bullying
->the classroom on Christmas day
-> realization that Wanda loved Peggy and Maddie.
Originally, we started the writing in class however when the assignment extended, we met in our respective
groups and wrote, rehearsed our skit, discussed props etc…
The assignment not only gave us a better understanding of the chapter, but also gave us a chance to explore
our creativity, not to mention honing our dialogue writing skills. Overall, this activity was fun and a creative
learning experience.

Salad Making
Salad isn’t a Meal...... It’s a way of Life!
The students of Grade 2 had a fun filled Salad Making Activity as a part of their
ongoing Theme - Our Ecosystem. The teachers helped the students understand the nutritional value of
fresh fruits and vegetables in salads. The students tried their hands at crafting wholesome salads and
relished it. The young learners pledged to eat healthy and stay healthy.

Oceans
The ‘Only Ocean’ Theme Culmination was held on 7th September, 2021. The session started with an art
activity of Whale Craft where children enjoyed making a Whale with the origami technique.
The students were thrilled to go in a Submarine to see all the Sea Creatures in the Virtual Field Trip ‘Underwater Adventure’.
The students along with the teachers performed a marvelous live skit “Kiara – The Mermaid’s Birthday
Party” spreading the message of saving sea creatures by not polluting water.
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Buzzing Bug
Preschoolers love to learn about the different creepy crawlies around them. The theme Buzzing Bug was
very exciting for the Pre-Primary Kids. On Theme Culmination Day our young learners were seen buzzing
around virtually across all Pre-Primary classes through a Role Play. The students dressed themselves as
an insect of their choice. The bug headbands really looked cute on them. Activities like “Bugs in the Jar”
using fingerprints and Butterfly Dance were conducted to develop their motor skills.

Water Cycle
“Rain is grace; rain is the sky descending to the earth; without rain, there would be no life.
Teaching about Rain and Water cycle is fun and enriching. With this aim in mind- The teachers of Grade-2
gave a live demonstration and explained the various stages of the Water cycle in the virtual session.
The children were able to understand that the water cycle is very important for the movement of water
from one place to another. They realized that there is a lot of water on Earth, but we cannot use it all for
drinking.
They learnt the importance of rain and water in our life.
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Our Celebrations
Bonalu
Bonalu, the Telangana’s traditional festival was celebrated with much fanfare. This festival is celebrated
annually in the twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad, along with other parts of the state. The festival
is also considered a thanksgiving to the Goddess for fulfillment of vows. Women prepare rice cooked with
milk and jaggery in a new brass or earthen pot adorned with neem leaves, turmeric, vermilion and a lit
lamp on top of the pot. Women carry the pots on their heads and make an offering of the Bonam.
Our students displayed the customs and traditions followed during the festival. A narration in both Telugu
and English ensured that everyone understood the significance of the festival. The beautifully decked up
enthusiastic performers gave a feel of the festival by dressing up in the traditional attire and carrying the
Bonam for the offering. The students also performed the traditional festival dance demonstrating the
cultural values amongst the students.

Ganesh Chaturthi
Ganesh Chaturthi is a festival celebrated with much fervor all across India. Lord Ganesha is considered
the God of wisdom and new beginnings. An eco-friendly Ganesha Making activity was conducted on the
occasion. The legend of Lord Ganesha was narrated to the children. They thoroughly enjoyed the story of
how young Ganesha acquired his trunk! A melodious invocation, of the Ganesh Vandana was played. The
students enjoyed a video to symbolically immerse a single clay idol in a pool of water as a mark of their
respect for the environment. The children were traditionally dressed in colourful attire for celebrating this
auspicious festival.
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Telangana Language Day
The students celebrated Telangana Language Day, to commemorate the birthday of poet Kaloji Narayana Rao. A Special Assembly was organized, and the students presented various activities in the regional
language. The students narrated the life story of Kaloji Narayana Rao, presented poetry, songs and spoke
about the culture, festival, and dance forms of Telangana.

Investiture Ceremony
“Do not follow where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.”
The virtual Investiture Ceremony marked a significant beginning of the new academic session. It was a
solemn occasion where the young leaders were eager to don the mantle of leadership and discharge the
responsibilities entrusted upon them by the school.
The Chief Guest in his address praised the school for the commendable effort being put in by the school to
nurture the students into individuals who realize their responsibility towards the society.
The Principal administered the oath and in her speech she congratulated and encouraged the students to embrace
uncertainty in right spirit and pursue excellence to inspire others during their journey of transformation.
The school Head Boy and Head girl in their acceptance speech promised to uphold the values of the school
and keep their alma mater’s flag flying high, while discharging their duties honestly and impartially.
This was followed by an inspirational Leadership Song presented virtually by the newly inducted student
council members.
The tempo and enthusiasm continued as the next segment witnessed the proud recipients being felicitated
for their academic excellence. The Best House(Spirit) and Champion of Champions (Kabir Saini 5B)
received the trophies from the Senior Management Team.
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Janmashtami
Cultural education is an essential aspect of the curriculum. Understanding this importance and glorifying
Indian traditions with the young generation, Janmashtami was celebrated with passion and zeal on 30th
August 2021. The students won the hearts of the spectators in the attire of Krishna and Radha.
The event started with a prayer, followed by a presentation of the birth of Lord Krishna. The young Krishna showing Brahmand in his mouth and Makhan Chori was very well presented. The program ended with
the handi breaking ceremony with pulsating music Govinda Ala Re dance performance. Lord Krishna’s
childhood was very beautifully depicted by the students and the teachers.
Students learnt the significance of Janmashtami, encouraging goodwill. The holy occasion brings people
together, by unity and faith.

Raksha Bandhan
There is no other bond of love like the chaste bond between a brother and a sister.
Raksha Bandhan is one of the most endearing ways to celebrate the bond between brothers and sisters. To
strengthen this bond, Raksha Bandhan was celebrated with the students on the virtual platform. The students participated with enthusiasm and zeal by singing songs, displaying the pooja thali and making Rakhi.
The celebrations of our Indian festivals with true spirit not only teach students our tradition but also make
us feel proud of our culture.
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Tiger Day Celebrations
Global Tiger Day, also called International Tiger Day, is an annual celebration to raise awareness for tiger
conservation, held annually on 29 July 2021. It was founded in 2010 at the Saint Petersburg Tiger Summit in Russia. The Day is to promote a global system for protecting the natural habitats of tigers and raise
public awareness and support for tiger conservation issues.
The awareness programme was planned 3 to 4 weeks prior and the students of different clubs participated
with great enthusiasm.
On the day of the event,a prominent speaker, Mr Imran Siddiqui of the Hyderabad Tiger Conservation
Society enlightened us on the “Battle of the Tiger” followed by a live event showing the fabulous projects and artwork done by students. This included students from Grade 1 to 12 who engaged their creative
minds in activities like mask making, finger paintings, pugmark making activity, poems and intricate
dances. The highlight of the event was a working Camera Trap created by Grade 9 student Rishit Sood and
many interesting Podcasts made by other fellow schoolmates.
This has been an insightful event and we learnt a lot about Tigers and discovered a bit about ourselves too.
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Artsy Corner
Artsy Corner
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Brand Ambassador
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Spark Speak
Disaster Management
A Spark Speak Session on Disaster Management was conducted by Dr. Davuluri Srinagesh, Chief Scientist and Head of Seismology NGRI. It was presented to the students of Grades 5 to 12. Dr Nagesh in his
presentation gave a detailed explanation of the causes of Earthquake and showed Earthquake prone areas
on a map. He discussed how to be prepared and the measures to be adopted during an Earthquake. He also
spoke about earthquake safe buildings. The session ended by addressing the queries of students. It was
session and created an awareness amongst students.

Drift Wood Art
A Spark Speak session on Driftwood Art was conducted for the students of Visual Arts Club, (Grade 9
-12) by Mr. S.S. Jawaid Yusuf who is one of the very few Driftwoods artists in the country. Mr. Jawaid is
a nature lover, and he has been passionate about drift art since a very young age when he used to venture
into the woods and nearby rivers and collect fallen wood pieces. He perceives the wood pieces in the form
of some animal or human figures. He gives appropriate titles to his amazing driftwoods. Mr. Jawaid explained each of his driftwood with a poetic verse from Urdu poets like Galib. The students were in awe of
this new dimension in the field of conventional art forms and the relationship between nature and art.
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Intercultural Exchange During Vedic Age
The Students of CAIE Grade 8 & 9 and CBSE Grade 9 had a Spark Speak session on “Intercultural Exchange during the Vedic Age” by Mr. Souharday De FRAS. Mr. Souhardya De a seventeen-year-old Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society of London, an author, art and culture columnist, podcaster and a TedeX
speaker.
He is the recipient of the Rashtriya Bal Shakti Puraskar, the nation’s highest honour for civilians under 18.
He has been presented with the honorary Colonelcy of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, bestowed upon
him by the Governor Andy Beshear, for his contributions to the revitalization and popularization of Indian
art, culture, and heritage.
The Guest Speaker touched upon a vast variety of topics related to History ranging from the intercultural
interactions in the Vedic age, the Aryan route, the Pre-Aryan scenario in India, links of the Indus Valley
Civilization with other civilizations, to the impact of the entry of the Aryans on the Indian subcontinent.
He also brought out Vedic references and quoted James W Loewen on the importance of history. To make
the students understand better he cross referred to the Zoroastrian culture and ideas of Vedic/Ancient age
and how they are relevant even today.
Overall, it was a very enriching session focusing on the different aspects of History making it even more
interesting.

Multidisciplinary Skill Development
A Multidisciplinary Skill Development programme was hosted by
SkillSharks Edutech for the students of Grade 7 to 9. The aim was to
develop 21st Century Skills in the students. There were five sessions of one hour each for five consecutive days. The session was
facilitated by 12 year old Arnay Agarwal who is a TalkBAR Host,
TEDxSpeaker with P.V.Sindhu, Junior Journalist with USA NewsPaper, Founder eReadingShala, CEO STSIndia, Founder LeadingLions, BookReviewer, Podcaster with 21K Listens, Life Coach,
Author of three books, and Social Entrepreneur. The topic of discussion included:
• Experiment Early, Fail fast.
• Early Entrepreneurship.
• How and Why to develop book reading habits.
• Importance of Gratitude in the life of youth.
• How to stay positive at all times
Students enjoyed the enriching and well curated learning sessions.
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My Music My Life
Music is the soundtrack of your Life - Dick Clark
The Students of Grade 5 to 7 (CAIE) had a unique and enlightening session - My Music, My World, with
Mr. Krishna Sravan Kopparapu an upcoming Mridangam Artist who shared his journey in becoming an
accomplished Mridangam Artist, his inspiration and how music plays a vital role in shaping the personality
of a person. Mr. Krishna also gave a live performance of Mridangam. The young minds were captivated by
his enthralling performance on the Mridangam. He explained to the students the importance of co-curricular activities and how one can balance academics with co-curricular activities.

Oral Hygeine
Virtual Guest Lecture was organised on ‘Oral Health and Hygiene’ on 4th August 2021 for the students of
Grade 1. The Guest Speaker was an eminent personality, Dr. Sirisha who is a Cosmetic Dental Surgeon
from Hyderabad. The purpose was to make students understand that dental and oral health are an essential
part of our overall health and well-being.
The session started with the explanation of the meaning ‘Oral Health and Hygiene’, followed by describing the primary and the secondary teeth. Dr. Sirisha spoke about the diet that should be consumed to keep
the teeth healthy. A few slides were displayed which illustrated cavities and the reasons behind a cavity
formation. Students were explained the basics of oral hygiene like brushing twice a day, using a floss,
tongue cleaning and rinsing their mouth properly after every meal. Proper brushing technique was demonstrated to students using a dental teeth model. Students were informed that a visit to a dentist twice in a
year is compulsory. An emphasis was laid on the different habits like thumb sucking and nail biting that
can spoil the teeth. The session ended with a quiz on the topic, followed by a question answer session.
The session was received with admiration by the students and the staff, where students understood that
achieving healthy teeth takes a lifetime of care.
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Story Telling
TALES FROM PANCHATANTRA
The Magic of Storytelling is to Inspire and Ignite Great Ideas.
The young learners of Pre- Primary had an amazing Spark Speak Session on story telling with Ms. Uma
Gupta, an experienced Language facilitator and Storyteller. Her narration from the Tales of the Panchatantra came alive with finger puppets and animal toys that mesmerized the young audience.

Students Leadership Programme
The Grade 9 to 12 students of Community Outreach Club had an Orientation session on Student Leadership Programme by the Indian Development Foundation, a reputed National NGO. Dr Narayan B. Iyer,
CEO and Founder of IDF took the session. Mr. Sanjay Ram, IDF Coordinator, Hyderabad and Ms. Mallika
Ramachandran, Student Leadership Programme Project Head were also present. The students were engaged
in the Student Mentorship Programme with Ms. Mallika Ramachandran in the consecutive weeks getting trained
to mentor their Juniors for the community outreach programmes in partnership with IDF.

30

Joy of Learning
Rhetoric Rhapsody
“The roots of all goodness lie in the soil of appreciation for goodness.” —Dalai Lama
The 3rd Chapter of “Rhetoric Rhapsody”, the Interschool Literary Carnival was organized by the school
with much zeal and enthusiasm.
The Theme for this academic year was ‘Gratitude’ and all the competitions revolved around this theme
which made the students realise the value of blessings in life and celebrating the joy of goodness around
us.
There were various literary competitions held at different grade levels. Grades 1& 2 had ‘P is for Poetry’:
recitation of a poem in English. Grades 3 & 4- ‘A Twist in the Tale’:Enacting a popular story with an
added twist in the end. For Grades 5 & 6- ‘The Puppet Conclave’: narrating a story with puppets. Grades
7 & 8 had ‘Aim to Declaim’, a declamation competition, Grades 9 & 10 ‘Make your own Illustrations’,
poetry illustration and presentation and Grades 11 and 12 had ‘Soliloquy’: a monologue of famous
characters in English.
The response received from over 30 city schools gave us the encouragement and motivation to carry out
this Annual Event with renewed vigour and commitment.
The event culminated by the felicitation ceremony which was graced by the Judges, Principals, Teachers
& participants of different schools.
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Literary Festival
A Literary Fest was organized to encourage our students for expressing their love for literature. It was the
right time to showcase their written and spoken expressions and their habit of reading. Students understood
and learned the beauty of language through games, poetry slam, weaving up stories, contests and helped
develop a lifelong love for learning. Parents participated with great joy along with the students. One of the
best Literary Fest ever! High on energy and memorable moments.

Inter House Competition - Grade 1 & 2
A Fancy-Dress Competition was conducted on the theme Personal Hygiene as part of Inter House Competition for the students of Grade 1 and 2 on 30th July 21. Fancy dress competitions are not just about
creative costumes, but also about the way the child carries herself/himself and enacts the character. Participating in fancy dress competitions also introduces the child to the spotlight.
The activity not only blended learning with fun but also developed confidence in the students by giving
them an opportunity to speak their thoughts about personal hygiene that they are following at home to stay
healthy.
This Inter House Competition also gave parents a chance to be creative and a great way to bond with the
children during this pandemic. Parents came up with wonderful ideas, appreciation and compliments made
it an enjoyable and memorable experience for all students.
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Inter House Competition - Grade 3 & 4
“Make every drop of water count. Bright futures begin with clean water.”.
Water is the single most important resource on the planet that we live on, and that is why it is essential
that we conserve it. Water is the basic necessity for all living beings, and it is incredibly important to conserve it. It is not only important for living and breathing things, but also for many inanimate objects that
humans create.
“Water, water everywhere, but not a drop to drink.” We must have heard this phrase very frequently in
our lives. It means although there is water all around us, in seas, rivers, lakes, oceans. Most of the
water is not drinkable because the salted oceans cover 70% of Earth’s surface. The creative stromers of our
School were enlightened by recommending the methods to be practiced to conserve water and also suggested ways to spread awareness to conserve water in Inter House Competition through the ‘Just a Minute’
sessions.

Inter House Competition - Grade 5 - 7
We as teachers know that our students always amuse us when it comes to showcasing their talent.
Yes! It’s IHC-3 based on puppet show where students worked really hard to contribute their thoughts and
ideas reflecting on the theme. The mind-blowing performance on energy conservation cheered up their
classmates which showed their bond and class harmony. The mesmerizing performances, expert puppetry and
the joy in make-believe entertainment is worth mentioning.
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Inter House Competition - Grade 8 & 9
SAVE FUEL FOR A BETTER WORLD
The conservation of fuel decelerates both the rate of atmospheric warming and ocean acidification, thereby giving Earth the time to heal itself. The air is filled with harmful pollutants like nitrogen oxides, sulphur
dioxide, carbon dioxide, ozone, and a host of hydrocarbons by burning of petroleum, coal and natural gas.
The conservation of fuel through more energy-efficient technologies and practices may help extend the
current reserves of petroleum, coal, and gas for a few more years. The students of Grade 8 and 9 participated
in the Inter House Competition to create awareness on the importance of saving fuel by making creative
Comic Strips to convey the message of Save Fuel for a Better World.

Inter House Competition - 4
“A hero is someone who has given his or her life to something bigger than oneself.” – Joseph Campbell
The 2019–2020 coronavirus pandemic is upending life globally. Since the coronavirus outbreak,
health-care professionals have not only experienced the gratification of healing patients and saving their
lives but have also lost many battles along the way.
Every day, the selfless warriors are giving it their all in health-care settings while cutting themselves off
from their families and loved ones. The sacrifice that they are making for the safety and welfare of humanity
is amazing and deserves lifelong gratitude. Most importantly, we must reassess the value that the
health-care workers hold in our lives and the kind of respect they deserve.
The IHC-4 was based on this thought. The young learners of Birla Open Minds International School Grade
3 and 4 expressed gratitude by making a Thank You Card with a message acknowledging their sacrifice and
expressing heartfelt gratitude for their exemplary courage to protect us during this pandemic with their
sincere, dedicated, and vigilant services.
The students of Grade 5- 7 had a Haiku Writing Competition while the senior school students had a Poster
Making competition on Covid Precautions. The students of Grades 8 & 9 participated in Leaflet designing
for mass awareness to continue following the COVID Safety guidelines. The students of Grades 10 & 12
participated in a Declamation Competition.
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