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EVENTS
Bonalu

Thanksgiving to Goddess Mahakaali for fulfilment of vows 

“Ya devi sarva bhutesu, shanti rupena sansitha
Ya devi sarva bhutesu, shakti rupena sansthita
Ya devi sarva bhutesu, matra rupena sansthita

 Namastasyai, namastasyai, namastasyai, namo namaha!”

The goddess who is omnipresent as the personifi ation of universal mother. 
The goddess who is omnipresent as the embodiment of power.
The goddess who is omnipresent as the symbol of peace. 
I bow to her, I bow to her, I bow to her again & again!!!!

It is truly said by our Indian writer Siddharth Katragadda that, “ The greatness of a culture can be found in 
its festivals”.

The unique and vibrant folk festival ‘Bonalu’, refl cting the Telangana culture was celebrated virtually on 
15th July 2020 in Primary section and was facilitated by the Telugu and Hindi Teachers. The celebration 
started by explaining the meaning of Bonalu , the food offered to the Goddess Mahakaali.  Bonalu is made of 
rice along with milk, jaggery in a new earthen or brass pot, which is adorned with neem leaves, turmeric and 
vermilion.

The students were dressed in beautiful traditional attire for the event. They gracefully danced on the beats of 
the traditional songs. It was a truly wonderful learning and fun filled experience for the students. 

The teachers presented a video for the students to spread the awareness of love, care and importance of this 
festival amongst each other during the pandemic times.

In K1 and K2, the teachers shared the story about origin of this festival, how the festival is celebrated across 
the state, the attire that they wear and the special food items prepared on this day. The enthusiastic learners 
presented their experience of this celebration through their art work.
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International Tigers Day
International Tiger Day Celebration - “Their Survival is in our hands”.

Tigers are one of the most majestic creatures that roam the Earth; from the beginning of the 20th century, 
around 95% of the tiger population have been lost according to the World Wildlife Fund. Currently, there are 
only 3,900 tigers left
At Birla Open Minds International School, we fi mly believe that a small act, when multiplied by millions of 
people can transform the world. In accordance with this, we created awareness among our students towards 
the importance of conservation of this endangered species - a video which educated them about the efforts 
being taken by the Indian Government to save the population of the tigers. A meaningful interaction with the 
classmates led to different solutions for the tiger conservation.
 
“Let’s cause an uproar and save these majestic animals. Save the tigers!”

Van Mahotsav
‘Van Mahotsav’ means the festival of trees to raise an awareness of planting trees and highlight the need for 
tending them as one of the best ways to prevent global warming and reduce pollution.

Various activities were planned from K1 - Grade 12 to help our future generation grow up to be environ-
mental stewards!

Pre-Primary - The teachers sensitized the students regarding importance of celebrating Van Mahotsav - 
uses of trees and ways to protect the green cover was discussed. Our environment conscious students also 
shared their thoughts, made posters and took a pledge to take care of plants. They recited poems on Trees 
and the teachers narrated the story of ‘The Giving Tree’ to reiterate the importance of trees.

Primary - The celebration of Van Mahotsav was an ideal opportunity to instill the personal and social 
responsibility in our students towards safeguarding trees and forests. The song on ’Tree Plantation’, Video 
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of Chipko Movement reinforced that instead of cutting trees, we should plant more trees to make out earth a 
better place to live. They vowed to protect the environment and create awareness among family and friends.
The students of Grades 3 & 4 were assigned an activity of growing plant using the technique of growing plant 
without soil –‘Hydroponics’, was explained through a video. 
 
Middle Years – A special assembly was conducted to raise awareness of planting trees and the need for 
tending to them as one of the best ways to prevent global warming and reduce pollution. The students also 
took an oath as responsible citizens to whole-heartedly promote tree plantation and to take care of the 
existing ones. 

“I shall plant more trees, keep myself and my surroundings clean. I shall always use the products that are 
environment friendly. To my planet, I pledge my devotion, in saving this planet alone lies my happiness and 
well-being.”

Secondary Years – The Teachers administered the oath of sustainable and green future for raising an aware-
ness to understand the vital role played by the trees in the ecosystem; they also refl cted upon the fact that 
trees are responsible for the sustenance of life on earth through the process of photosynthesis and drastic 
consequences of deforestation.

An interactive discussion on ‘growing a bit of green Earth is my responsibility’. The students could relate with 
the drastic consequences of deforestation. The creative students also shared pictures, slogans, videos and 
poetry inspiring each other to take care of the green members of our ecosystem.
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Core competencies of 21st Century
Core competencies of 21st Century Educators conducted by CEO, Ms. Pratima Sinha – The Teachers were 
inducted regarding the effective implementation of nine Multiple Intelligences by Howard Gardner. The 
importance of teachers’ intrapersonal skills, self-evolvement and self-esteem for professional growth is much 
required along with the enhancement of the core values like tenacity, reliability, emotional stability, 

EXTERNAL EVENTS

Moving from Mind Full to being Mindful
Moving from Mind Full to being Mindful conducted by Ms. Padmaja Penmetsa – The session focussed on 
keeping a check on mental health condition in the wake of lockdown, to guide the staff embers face the 
challenges during the pandemic and steer their way through these troubled times. It has been guided to seek 
peace within ourselves by practising compassion, humility, discipline and forgiveness.

French Reading and Writing skills
Webinar on French Reading and Writing skills was organised by Saraswathi Publishers and conducted by 
Ms. Mahitha Ranjan writer of Apprenons le français books – Attended by the French Teachers. The main 
focus area of the workshop is based on the usage of Apprenons le français books in classroom teaching. The 
writer expressed the content of the book, how to use and implement it along with samples of assessments.  
Few grammar related topics and how to avoid minor mistakes while dealing with the French subject has 
been discussed as well. 

Professional Development is an ongoing process to stay updated ensuring improved knowledge, skills, 
pedagogies, teaching methodologies for better learning outcome of the students.

SAT by College Board Educators
Webinar on SAT by College Board Educators Conclave attended by Mr. E. Naveen Kumar - Th s Virtual 
Conclave was very informative on the role of SAT exams in the admission process of the Under Graduate 
Courses in The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong; University of Melbourne, Australia; and Yale-NUS 
College, Singapore. 

The esteemed team of panelists, Ms. Vicky Chan, Senior Program Manager of the University of Hong Kong, 
Ms. Vandita Bhargava, Country Manager (India, Nepal and Bhutan) University of Melbourne, Australia and 
Ms. Laura Severin, Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid, Yale-NUS College, Singapore and Moderators: 
Mr. Kunal Mehra and Mr. Sandeep Saraswal, College Board have given information regarding the admis-
sion process and procedure of conducting classes in this pandemic. Speakers patiently clarifi d the doubts 
of all the participants regarding SAT and ACT exams and the scholarships available to the students in their 
respective institutions.

DIG women safety wing
Webinar by Ms. Sumathi IPS – DIG women safety wing and Mr. Rakshith Tandon– Director and Co-founder 
of Hacker Shala on Online Cyber Security was attended by the ICT Faculty Members. The Webinar focussed 
on the domestic violence, online pressure on parents, presence of women at every point, gaps in online 
teaching between rural and urban schools, online bullying, digital literature, School Cyber Policies.
The participants were also inducted on the digital safety awareness, Cyber Suraksha Bharat, Digital 
Etiquettes, online shopping security aspects like KYC, UPI, Email scams and DO’s and DONT’s during 
Virtual classes.
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IRM India Career Symposium
Webinar on IRM India Career Symposium for Deans and Counselors attended by Mr. E. Naveen Kumar 

- The speakers have focused to explain the prospects of career in risk management and interrelated fi lds 
like fi ancial risk management, disaster risk management, enterprise risk management etc. The panel-
ists Dr. Ranjini Krishnawamy (Academician), Dr. Shashank Shah (SAI Fellow, Harvard University) and 
Mr. Sunder Natarajan (Head, Risk Management, India First Insurance) and Moderator, Mr. Hersh Shah, 
CEO, IRM India has provided insights on the new career opportunities to the students irrespective of their 
streams chosen in their 12th Grade and ease of doing level wise courses simultaneously with their regular 
under-graduation and post-graduation courses. According to the demand supply strategies, Risk Managers 
have greater career opportunities at present and in the near future. Many people are unaware of these facts 
and this webinar has focused on providing information on those aspects.

IHC
Celebrating Biodiversity

The fi st Inter House Competition of Academic Year 2020-2021 was conducted on 26th June 2020. Virtu-
al school has put a new spin on every aspect of school life, so the virtual Inter House Competitions were 
planned to extend a holistic learning experience of our enthusiastic and talented learners through age appro-
priate theme-based activities.

self-direction, grit, empathy, perseverance, confide ce, open mindedness, continuous learning, perception 
and self-belief.

The teachers were guided to follow the pillars of self-esteem for intra-personal skills like self - responsibility, 
self – assertiveness, purposeful living, Integrity, conscious living, self – acceptance. Beliefs shape teachers 
attitude and aptitude, so the need to open our windows wider and change our ideas and beliefs according to 
the changing circumstances by introspecting on the following:

 * Belief in oneself
 * Clarity of intentions
 * Commitment
 * Action taking
 * Achievement of intended results

The most important aspect of any professional is the self-awareness, resulting in realization of one’s own po-
tential and goal, leading to self-paced growth.
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Fancy Dress Competition
The students raised awareness on the multitude of species that coexist with us on this planet as their well-be-
ing and protection are in our hands. They dressed up as trees, corals, fish, extinct animals, vegetables, birds, 
endangered animals, insects etc. emphasizing on the importance of saving the environment. The students 
used recycled materials as props for their presentation. The environment conscious learners made an attempt 
of reducing the amount of trash they make, and also reusing the trash to make something new and creative 
masterpiece.

Bookmark Making Competition
Bookmarks are indeed a trusty companion of all Book Lovers, used over and over again for different books. 
Our dynamic young learners used this as a tool to raise an awareness and inspired people to Celebrate Bio-
diversity by their creative artwork of the Bookmarks designed by them so passionately to raise their voice for 
the voiceless.

Slogan Making Competition
The students very enthusiastically participated to raise an awareness and spread sensitivity towards maintain 
biodiversity; being responsible citizens of our country, they presented powerful slogans with amazing literary 
devices to inspire their classmates and community at large.
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Poster Making Competition
Posters have a great impact to create social awareness by designing an eye catching and informative piece. 
The students presented thoughtful art work with myriad of colours and creative penmanship to appeal the 
readers at   a glance.

Green Lifestyle Idea Competition
The students presented unique, sustainable environment friendly ideas for adopting Green Lifestyle through 
the magic strokes of their paint brush and some with their mesmerizing tech skills.

Creative Curators
All scholastic and co scholastic activities have equal importance in our learning programme for the all-round 
development of the students. The Theme for the Inter House Competition was ‘Our Earth – Our Home’ and 
our students of Grades 1 – 12 demonstrated their creative bent of mind by whole-heartedly participating in 
different activities as detailed below:

Clay Molding Activity
The creative hands used play dough or fl ur dough to make molds of all the beautiful things they see in 
nature. Students made trees, rainbows, animals, fl wers, fish, pond, farm animals, fruits, vegetables, beauti-
ful sceneries’ and many more models to express their creativity at the best.  The efforts put in by the students 
were highly exceptional while they showcased their love and affection towards Mother Earth through this 
activity.
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Coaster Making Activity 
We all feel so good while we spend time in nature - the fl wing rivers, strength of the mountains, miracle of 
a single fl wer, the revelation of a tree rooted deep in the earth, silent canyons, babbling creeks and growing 
green gardens! We are always amazed by the nature’s bounty, be it for fresh air, nutritious food grains, fruits 
and vegetables or the wide range of herbal medicines. Our students donned their creative hats and made 
beautiful Coasters using nature’s gifts – d ied leaves, small twigs, seeds, wood pieces, sea shells, walnut shells, 
jute thread, different fabric, etc. The coasters will not only shield the surface of the table but will mesmerize 
the tea lovers with the creativity.

Mask Making Activity
The talented Grade 3 and 4 students came up with outstanding masks which spoke about their imagination 
and as well as compassion. As it is said, “Actions speak louder than words” the students made a beautiful 
variety of masks all related to the theme. Th ough this competition it was evident that our students are true 
Nature Lovers. Every time they make a mask a new character was born with their imagination; they spoke 
their heart by making different types of masks related to nature, birds and animals.

Quilling Art Activity
Our Mother Earth has given us a lush green nature to explore and learn - the colourful butterflies, ragrance 
of fl wers and fruits, birds who sing for us and animals for companionship. We have so much beauty around 
to cherish. Our creative minds and fi gers worked in coordination to present fascinating art work on nature. 
The quilling patterns created by the students were truly exquisite.

Tile Painting Activity
The Earth is our home and being in nature is very fascinating - a source of wonder and inspiration for all of 
us. It is essential that we learn to enjoy nature as it heals and soothes our mind and boosts a sense of spiritual-
ity. The creative stokes of our young artists’ hand on a tile expressing their love for nature is spell binding. The 
exclusive art pieces will surely lift he aesthetics of your house.

SPARK SPEAK
Spark Speak Sessions - A Great Way to Commit to Education

A Resource Person offers a new perspective to the Topic as it facilitates the extended learning programme by 
active and engaging learning experience by the veteran professionals.

E Commerce by Mr. Abhinav Chauhan
Spark Speak Session on E Commerce by Mr. Abhinav Chauhan, Software Development Manager, Ama-
zon India

A very interactive session was conducted for the students of Grade 11 & 12 to understand the fundamental 
concept of E Commerce as it has changed the retail landscape in India. Mr. Abhinav Chauhan inducted the 
students on the different aspects of E Commerce – features, benefits, role in Indian economy, automation and 
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concepts of e-commerce and re-commerce with case studies of Amazon and e-Bay. The inquisitive young 
minds were very happy to learn about the different products and technology integration required for 
E -Commerce operations.

Turn your Garbage into Gold by Mr. Husain Bharmal
Spark Speak Session - “Turn your Garbage into Gold” by Mr. Husain Bharmal

The Grade 7 CAIE students were enthralled while learning about waste management at home, the different 
techniques of composting and the ways to regain the soil nutrition. The students were enthused to learn 
how to identify the nutritional needs of the plants and nurturing them accordingly. It was a very interactive 
session and students were encouraged to adopt the simple techniques as hands on learning experience and a 
skill that every citizen should acquire responsibly.

Eye Care by Dr. Raja Narayan L.V. Prasad
Spark Speak Session of Eye Care by Dr. Raja Narayan L.V. Prasad Eye Institute, Hyderabad

Good vision helps us to perform well - at home, at work, or behind the wheel.

Thus, it is important to take good care of our eyes, so that as we age, we face fewer difficulties related to 
vision.

The spark speak session was conducted for CAIE Grade 6 students by Dr. Raja Narayan, an eminent eye 
specialist. A detailed knowledge on the structural and functional aspects of Eye was inducted to the students 
and also sensitised students about taking a good care of their eyes. Students were guided to take some 
precautions while working on electronic gadgets especially when they are regularly attending the online 
classes. 
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Goodness Journey by Dr. Narayan Iyer
Spark Speak Session on Goodness Journey by Dr. Narayan Iyer, CEO, Indian Development Foundation,  
Mumbai

Birla Open Minds International School has conducted the Spark Speak Session for Grade 10 students on 
importance of “Goodness Journey” in one’s life. The session was conducted with utmost conviction to ignite 
human greatness in our students. Dr. Narayan Iyer, addressed the students on Happiness Index, how to infuse 
with positive attitude and positive energy, how to accept, adopt and adapt to changes during this pandemic.

Migrant Workers and Migration by Ms. Mamta Nalla Reddy
Spark Speak Session on Migrant Workers and Migration by Ms. Mamta Nalla Reddy

Understanding the world around us is an integral part of the subject Global Perspective. The Students of 
Grade 8 CAIE are conducting a study on Migrant Workers & Migration and Ms. Mamta Nalla Reddy the 
Spark Speaker, gave a detailed insight on the topic. The students were inducted on the reasons for migration 
and the importance of migrant workers in our country especially in big cities. She has extensively discussed 
the reasons of exodus, the challenges that they faced and the reverse exodus of the migrant workers. She also 
briefed the students on the Government Policies implemented to support the migrant workers, the 
empathetic support of some NGOs and their Employers as well. Our sincere gratitude to the Speaker for 
patiently answering all the questions of the curious young minds.
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Interaction with the Author, Ms. Varsha Seshan
Spark Speak Session on Interaction with the Author, Ms. Varsha Seshan

Ms. Varsha Seshan enlightened the participants about the journey of a writer. She spoke about her inspiration 
for writing and love for reading. She conducted a session on reading for fun. She gave thoughtful tips to the 
students on how to enhance their writing skills by reading every day, writing every day, as she believes that 
every individual has an oratory skill which comes with experience from their own lives. She encouraged the 
students to write and rewrite their work to develop better imagination skills on the topic. 
Amongst all this she highlighted that one challenge which a writer faces is ‘rejection’, but she motivated the 
students that these rejections defin tely help a writer to understand about their capability of writing. Th s also 
helps to refi e their own writing skills and hence rejections are always welcome with the right spirit. 
The question answer sessions gave more insight to the students about Ms. Varsha Seshan’s writing journey. 
The students thoroughly enjoyed the interaction with her as it was thought provoking to hone creative flair of 
word power, solving a jigsaw puzzle and fi ally a brain beating quiz session.

Am I audible
Am I audible? Am I visible?
By English Department, Birla Open Minds International School

‘A year of unexpected twists,’ this is how my student explained the confounding events of this year. Teaching 
was no different. Lockdowns and unlock downs (a word soon-to-be in the dictionary) brought out hurdles a 
teacher never expected in her career.

Zoom meetings, Class-Marker, Skype, and Microsoft eams became the ‘new normal.’ Did the teachers of 
Birla Open Minds rise up to the occasion? Yes, wholeheartedly! The teachers took this up on a positive note 
and gave a swift esponse to the pandemic. Scholastic subjects and co-scholastic ones such as fi e arts, life 
skills and physical fitness were taught effectively online.

Catering to a class of students confi ed to a 16-inch screen added to the new challenge. Colourful PPTs, 
Sways and Google Form quizzes made the classes engaging. Educational YouTube and Vimeo videos en-
riched the learning experience. Phone, gadgets, and the internet, which were once distractions from studies, 
became part and parcel of learning. 

Mount Vesuvius as a virtual background gave a new dimension while teaching about Pompei. Using the Ho-
tel Transylvania movie characters as a background when students shared their assignments added to the fun 
(They loved the fact that a bunch of lovable characters was listening to their poems and stories).  We found 
collaboration space in Microsoft eams and virtual role-plays most effective. Engaging in online discussions, 
exaggerating expressions, and modulating one’s voice were the tactics applied by us. 

CREATIVE MINDS
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Many students who started cooking as a hobby were pleasantly surprised to get a “Cooking without fi e and 
heat” assignment from their English teacher. What they didn’t know is that recipe writing and speaking skills 
are very much part of their curriculum! Slow connectivity, power outages, and technical glitches gave the stu-
dents unexpected bio-breaks, much to their delight! Teachers also understood that their classroom not only 
consisted of students but parents, younger siblings, pets, and grandparents.

We fi mly believe that online classes are a temporary aid during this difficult situation. We think it is equally 
important to create a cloud-based system to ease and streamline online education. Whether this situation will 
ease up soon or not, the teaching community is determined to teach in coherence to ensure that our students 
does not have any learning gap for the transition to the next academic year.

Go Extra Mile - By Math Department
Go the extra mile, it is never crowded

The COVID -19 has resulted in schools shut all across the world. As a result, education has changed drastical-
ly with the distinctive rise of e-learning, whereby teaching is undertaken remotely on digital platforms. There 
has been a signifi ant surge in the usage of language apps, virtual tutoring, video conferencing tools and 
online learning software.

We at Birla Open Minds International School at Kollur, believe that online education will eventually become 
an integrated component of school education and have successfully adapted to this new transition. We did 
face the brunt of shifting to online learning initially, like most other schools, in regards to no readiness time, 
insuffici t bandwidth and very little preparation to drive this change. However, it did not deter us for long 
and we managed to achieve a smooth and successful transition.

The effectiveness of online learning varies amongst age groups and a structured environment is defin tely 
required to hold on to student’s attention and interest. The teachers of Mathematics departments of both 
CBSE and CAIE have enhanced learner motivation, interest and involvement by introducing activity-based 
teaching. Initially we started with Zoom sessions and reinforced with Skype later for higher classes. Power 
point presentations with slides and animations, videos and other such modes were used for effective commu-
nication of the subject material. Various online sites were explored by our ever-enthusiastic teachers and the 
methodology was mastered in no time.  There was constant collaboration amongst one another and the guid-
ance and support of the school leadership team was ever forthcoming. Mathopenref.com for construction, 
Desmos and GeoGebra for graphs, bar models for visual understanding of fractions, isometric drawings of 
3D objects are some of the tools widely in use. Many mathematical apps like INKODO, Quizizz.com are also 
used by our teachers to make their sessions interactive and fun. Online learning is growing exponentially and 
is soon going to be a new normal. In this transition phase, from virtual Math lessons to recorded portions 
from chapter books, video chats to brain breaks, we have tried many avenues and looking forward to explore 
more.

Teachers made a quick switch to the usage of graphic tabs and inbuilt white boards for a similar physical 
class like interaction with the students. Our digital transformation to manage the virtual school on Microsoft
Teams was quickly adapted with the contemporary practices for ongoing formative assessments. 
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PRIDE OF OPEN MINDS
IHC - 1 Results
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IHC - 2 Results
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An education isn’t how much 
you have committed to memory, 
or even how much you know. 

It’s being able to differentiate 
between what you know and 

what you don’t. 

“Anatole France”


