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EVENTS
Annual Concert – A Symphonic Ode to Our Spectacular India

The students of Grades 1-12 had a very special day on 23rd November, 2019 as they enthusiastically 
presented their skills and talents very passionately on stage of Shilpakala Vedika Auditorium at Hitech City. 
The Annual Concert was a part of the extended learning activity of British Council’s International School 
Award Project. The theme aimed to focus on the rich cultural diversity of our motherland - our culture, be-
liefs, cuisine and festivals. Our objective was to demystify the aspects that make our country multi-cultured 
yet united. Every facet of all celebrations and festivities in India is associated with music and dance. We paid 
homage by creating a play embroidered with music and dances presented in colorful attire with props repre-
senting the core aspects of the celebrations. Each grade represented a celebration with mesmerizingly choreo-
graphed moves tuned to a carefully selected song. Comparisons were also made to explore similar festivals 
celebrated in other countries.
Mr. Nirvan Birla, Director of Birla Edutech Limited graced the Annual Concert as Guest of Honour with 
President of Birla Edutech Limited, Ms. Shilpa Potnis. The program began with the traditional Diya lighting 
ceremony The Chairman of DSR Educational Society, Mr. D. Sudhakar Reddy, Director of DSR Educational 
Society, Ms. Sharmila Reddy and CEO of DSR Educational Society, Ms. Pratima Sinha followed by Welcome 
Speech by the Principal, Ms. Syamali Chowdhury.
The Annual Report was presented with great pride by the students of Birla Open Minds International School. 
The enthralling performance of the students were highly appreciated by the esteemed guests and all parents.
The school wishes to thank every student, parent, staff and well-wishers for making this event a huge success.
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Children are like the buds in a garden and should be carefully and lovingly nurtured, as they are future of the 
nation and the citizen of tomorrow-Jawaharlal Nehru
Birla open Minds International School celebrated ‘Children’s Day’ which marks the birth anniversary of Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nehru with enthusiasm and zeal, keeping in mind his words, “I may not have time for adults, 
but I have enough time for children.”
The day commenced with the greetings conveyed by the teachers to the children on this special day. When it 
was the time for breakfast, children enjoyed the delicious chocolate cupcakes. The fun had just begun and the 
students were seen engaged in different games and activities such as Bingo, Musical chair, Kabaddi and their 
favourite session of ‘free play’.
Their faces were brightened up at the lavish spread of the different menu in the dining hall during the lunch 
time. The lunch had a scrumptious menu and children couldn’t stop saying “yummy” each time they had 
something from their plate. Music and dance were arranged in the dining hall and the students were seen 
tapping their feet to the rhythm.
It was a fun- filled day for the students!!!

Children’s Day

The greatest wealth is health.
Annual Health Check-Up of the students was organized on 4th, 5th, 7th and 8th November, 2019. A team of 
doctors from Continental Hospital conducted Vision, Dental Health and General Health Assessment.
A thorough Health Assessment was done for more than one thousand students from K1 to Grade 12.
The students were given the Health Cards stating the details of their Eye, Dental and General health 
conditions. 
The camp was successfully conducted under the supervision of our school nurse Ms.Mary Mandru.

Health Camp
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Pre- Primary Annual Sports Meet – 
Participation is more important than Winning

Talent wins games, but teamwork and intelligence wins championships- Michael Jordan.
The much-awaited Annual Sports Meet was held on Saturday, 30th November 2019, with great zeal, excite-
ment and frolic. The theme for this year’s Sports Day was ‘Greenathon-A pledge for A
greener tomorrow’ to reinforce and sensitize the students to be responsible to protect the environment.
The young team of Birla Open Minds Preschool, Kollur had a wonderful time showcasing their team spirit 
and contributing the best efforts as a team player. The most important aspect of participating in Sports is 
learning to coordinate the mind and body, thereby building stamina and confidence.
The Senior Sports Champions escorted the Junior Athletes to ignite the Sportsmanship spirit. 
The K2 students participated in Walk-a-Thon taking a pledge to save the Mother Earth followed by admin-
istering the Oath by Head Boy, Pradyumn Soni. Our SPIC Members Ms. Kranti and Mrs. Smriti Mahindra 
planted the saplings along with the Senior Management Team of the school. 
The students raced on the tracks depicting as farmers, bees, birds, gardeners, woodcutters etc. The tracks 
looked bright and colourful with the props made by the teachers. The air was filled with loud
cheering and tons of encouragement for the young athletes. 
The students of K1 mesmerized the audience with their energetic Butterfly Drill while the K2 students lifted 
the mood of the closing ceremony with their vibrant performance waving their flags high on the beats of the 
pulsating music.
The award ceremony was conducted to honour the little ones on successfully completing the races.

Parent Teacher Meeting
Children are the priority, 
Change is the reality, 
Collaboration is the strategy”.
 
Open House was organized for the parents of Grades K1-12 on Saturday, 09th November 2019, to mark the 
end of the first term and discuss the learning progress of the students.
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WORKSHOPS

Prototype - C
Session 3 of the CEDURA Prototype C was conducted by the Chief Executive of the Company, Mr. Suresh 
Kadari. The session focused on revising what the entire program entails, and reviewing the completion of all 
the required external assignments and projects.
The session started with the participants taking a few basic notes about the various features of the CEDURA 
program such as the entire program timeline as well as the various external assignments given. They were 
then informed about the finer details of the internship involving aspects such as how their higher officials 
during internship programmes felt about their behaviour, work ethic, work style, etc. The internship aspect of 
the career program for the participants has been closed.
Next, there was a discussion on the external assignments. Social Efforts for the benefit of society was also 
not done by the participants (a total of 20 hours had to be committed for the benefit the general society). Mr. 
Kadari implored the students to finish the Social Efforts before the end of December by volunteering in a 
government schools, cleaning the surroundings, and various other efforts.

Professional Development Workshop for French
Our French Facilitator, Mr. Rama Mohan Rao attended a workshop organised by team Prozo at OUCIP
(Osmania University Centre for International Programmes), Hyderabad.
The workshop focused on:

• How to overcome the difficulties of students who were learning French as 3rd and 2nd language and
also the challenges facing by the Teachers in teaching the 2nd and 3rd languages.

• The challenges and opportunities in French language learning in context to Indian learners.
• Classroom leadership for French educators in accordance with:

a. Latest developments in teaching/learning pedagogies in French learning
b. Classroom management techniques for better classroom management.

• Usage of Prozo Publications for learning French as 3rd language.

The teachers shared the Portfolio and Report Card to keep parents, informed about their child’s progress in 
scholastic & co-scholastic areas and collaborative strategies that will benefit the child.
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School Leader Conference
CAIE – School Leader’s Conference
On the 15th of November, Mr. Suraj Acharya, the Cambridge Coordinator attended the School Leader’s
Conference at Taj Vivanta. The session was an initiation by Learn English to redefine English language as a
skill.
The program primarily focused on the use and benefits of CEFR (Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages). The Representatives from various schools brainstormed about the common issues
they face in imparting English Language skills in their respective schools and how to use the guides provided
by CEFR to do efficient assessment and planning further for improvements.

An insight of different career options was discussed – Engineering, Fashion Designing, Corporate Law, 
Finance and Administrative Services. Sincere thanks to Mr. Kadari for addressing the queries of the students 
patiently.

Professional  Development  Programme for ICT

In order to keep up with the change in learning trends, we at Birla Open Minds International School upgrade 
the skills of the teachers by giving an opportunity to attend different workshops.
Ms. Bhanu, ICT Facilitator has attended a workshop on Python that aims to provide an intense
training on teaching Artificial Intelligence for children of Grade 7 and 8 to include AI and Python in the
CBSE Curriculum for the Academic Year 2020-21. The workshop was conducted on 16th November 2019 at 
Genesis International School, Madinaguda by KIPS publications.
The workshop focused on different usages of technology, programming language-Python, it’s history and
usage, various concepts on Python, functions and modules, executing Python practically and Implementing
Artificial intelligence using Python. Overall it was an interactive and informative workshop that to help
teachers to teach new techniques in technology.
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Guest Lecture

Clap Talk
On the 19th November 2019, students of CAIE Grades 5, 6 and 7, invited Ms. Hailey Dickson of Phoenix, 
Arizona for the Clap Talk session.
Ms. Dickson is the Community lead at a US based organization called Krupa. She is currently based in Mum-
bai. She spoke about the celebrations and festivals celebrated in United States of America different Cuisines 
and shared her political views. It was an interactive session with competitive rounds and discussions on 
ideology. Students handed over Gratitude Note and Ms. Dickson wrote one back for the students and the 
school.

Spark Speak - Dental Talk
Smiling is Fun with Healthy Teeth and Gums.
The early years in a child’s development are the best time for a child to learn about oral health and to develop
a positive attitude about good dental habits.
A healthy mouth is part of a healthy body. We have organised Dental Talk on oral health and hygiene con-
ducted by our guest speaker, Dr. Anusha Yerra.
During her interaction with young minds she discussed the common dental ailments, especially tooth decay
and gum diseases. Measures to prevent teeth ailments were explained by her. She demonstrated the proper
brushing techniques, mouth rinsing, tongue cleaning and flossing to the students. She explained different
eating patterns and food choices which causes tooth decay.
A video was shown on formation of harmful acid when bacteria gets in contact with sugar in the mouth
which results in tooth decay.
The session was very informative and the students learned the ways and methods to preserve their smiles by 
taking good care of oral health and hygiene practice.
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Spark Speak - Nutrition Talk
To eat is a necessity, but to eat intelligently is an art.
In order to inculcate healthy eating habits in children, The team of “The Continental Hospital” conducted a
workshop on Food & Nutrition at Birla Open Minds International School on Friday, 8th November 2019.
The workshop was conducted in an interactive and fun-filled manner.
Through various kinds of visual aids, children were educated on the importance of correct nutrition required
for healthy growth. They were made aware of the main nutrients in food, their importance for the body &
for prevention of malnutrition and different deficiency diseases. Further, they were also made to understand 
the nutrient value of each kind of food so they could include all these to have a balanced diet and a healthy 
body.
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Sports
The importance of sports and games in school encompasses more than just the benefits of physical activity. 
Increases in self-confidence and mental alertness make school sports and games necessary for every school-
age child.
The After School Sports Programme is conducted by Trugame, a grassroots level sports development organi-
zation. The program gives young students the opportunity to learn and build the skills of their favorite game 
after school hours. The available programs are Basketball, Cricket, Tennis, Football, Table Tennis and Tae-
kwondo. It is a 90-minute session conducted over a period of 5 months that enables young athletes to set the 
foundations in their respective sports along with improving fitness levels.
With access to tournaments and leagues, international academies and coaches, strength and conditioning 
programs and sport travel programs, ASSP is a one-stop solution for beginner and intermediate level stu-
dents. ASSP is currently in its 3rd Month of the program. It is held every day of the week (Monday - Friday) 
from 3:00 pm to 4:45 pm.

Extra-Curricular Tournaments
The students of Birla Opens Minds International School are truly living up to their namesake “the Hunters”. 
They are relentless in their pursuit of excellence and have shown their opponents that they are truly worthy 
of the title. They have shown their skills in multiple tournaments this year - School Football League (SFL), 
School Basketball League (SBL), Tarmak Basketball Tournament, Inter School Table Tennis Tournament, 
BHEL Basketball Clusters, and many more.

Basheeruddin Babukhan Memorial Cricket Competition :
The tournament was conducted by Springfields International School in Bandlaguda. The students of Birla 
Open Minds International School won the first match and went through to the Semi-finals.
The second match they played was Semi-final - I against Meridian School. The Hunters fought bravely but did 
not qualify for the next round.

Reliance Football Tournament :
The tournament was held at Vijayanagar Sporting Club in Masab Tank and had teams from all over the city 
participating. The players displayed a good sense of sportsmanship and cleared the first round of the tourna-
ment. The team lost their second match, but the players came back more determined and with a clearer sense 
of who they will be up against.

Inter-School Table Tennis Tournament :
The tournament was conducted by Madina High School in Himayat Nagar. The students of Birla Open Minds 
were taking part in Table Tennis for the first time and showed incredible skills in the sport. 
Krathin Vemula, Sai Tej Gadiyaram and Abhignan made it into the quarterfinals but did not get through to 
the next round. The students used this opportunity to scope out their competition and are more determined 
to win the next time round.

School Football League (SFL) and School Basketball League (SBL) :
The School Football League is being organized by Trugame in association with Hyderabad Football Associ-
ation (HFA). Participation came from different schools such as Phoenix Greens, Indus International, Pebble 
Creek, Sreenidhi International and many more. 8 teams from Birla Open Minds are fighting it out in the 
league stages and making their way to the Championship Trophy. The tournament will take place for a gruel-
ling two months and our “Hunters” are training hard to take the top spot.
The School Basketball League is also being organised by Trugame in association with Sreenidhi International 
School (SIS) and the Telangana Basketball Association (TBA). Top schools from the city are participating in 
the tournament and Birla Open Minds students are paving their way through the competition to make their 
way to the top. The tournament will take place over a span of two months with league and knock-out 
matches.
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Tarmak Basketball Tournament :
The Tarmak tournament hosted by Decathlon Sports India was held at T.I.M.E school in Bandlaguda. The 
tournament had many schools taking part in the U16 Boys category.
The students of Birla Open Minds went and conquered their first tournament and returned as Champions of 
the Tournament. We look forward to more victories from the U16 Basketball Team in further tournaments to 
come!

Inter House Competition - Extempore competition
Extempore competition:
Extempore is an art of public speaking which is impromptu speech. To make students confident and better 
orators, an Inter-House Extempore Competition was held on 1st November for Grades 1-4. Students were 
asked to speak on the given topic for a minute. They were judged based on the relevance of content, fluency 
and accuracy. All the students from different Houses participated enthusiastically.

Article writing competition:
We’ve all sometimes felt the need to speak our minds in order to get our point across. 
Well, writing can help you do that. Keeping this in mind, an Inter House Article writing competition was 
held on 1st Nov for grades 5-11. It witnessed an active participation and students were given interesting 
topics to express themselves. Students were assessed based on the usage of vocabulary, writing style and time 
management skills.

Crossword puzzle:
An Inter House Crossword puzzle competition was held on 29th November 2019 for Grades 1-11. The stu-
dents participated enthusiastically. The competition was a good exposure to enhance their thinking abilities, 
logical reasoning skills and a boost to good vocabulary.
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External Events
Aryabhatta- Ganit Challenge Competition

CBSE understands the increasingly important ability to reason logically and present arguments in an honest 
and convincing way in today’s world. In Mathematics, students learn that, with proper reasoning and 
assumptions, they can arrive at results that they can fully trust to be true, in a wide variety of real-life context. 
To promote the above-mentioned competencies and many more among students through joyful assessment, 
Aryabhata Ganit Challenge has been conducted by CBSE. The Computer Based Test focused to apply Mathe-
matics to their daily life.
The areas of Assessment are Application of Mathematics in daily life, Joy of Mathematics Learning, Mathe-
matical Ability where Numerical Ability, Reasoning and Spatial Ability are tested.
The test was conducted in two stages:
First Stage was on 20th November 2019and out of that three best students were selected based on their 
performance.
Final Stage:  A Computer Based Test was conducted by CBSE for the top three scorers (at School Level) on 
29th November 2019.
Th s competition was for Students of Grade 8 to 10. The Finalist from the fi st stage were 
Ashwin Goel - Grade 10B, Maheen Fatima- Grade 10B and Likhith Sanathi- Grade 8B. Results for the 
second stage  are awaited.
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R.D. Birla Scholarship Test 
The prestigious R.D. Birla Scholarship Test has been introduced this year by the Birla Edutech Ltd. across the 
country for the students studying in Grade 1 to 8. On 30th November 2019, the test was conducted across the 
country with a vision to conduct an exam based on Higher Order Thi  king Questions in Mathematics and 
Science to check the Grade wise aptitude of the students.
The Scholarship test was open to students studying in any school where they can win a Scholarship worth 
Rs. 1,00,000 per student, academic trip to Japan for Grade 8 National level performer and there are awards at 
school, city, zonal and National Level performer.

National Science Olympiad conducted by Science Olympiad Foundation

Science Olympiad Foundation conducted the National Science Olympiad Test on 21st November 2019 
assessed the understanding of concepts in General Science, Physics, Chemistry, Biology & Logical Reasoning. 
It is an objective test consisting of 3 sections:

• Logical Reasoning
• Science
• Achievers Section

The curious minds put their sincere efforts to display their scientific temper to answer the higher order think-
ing level questions.

International English Olympiad conducted by Science Olympiad Foundation

Science Olympiad Foundation conducted the International English Olympiad on 5th November, 2019 to 
popularize academic competition and assist in the development of competitive spirit among the children. 
The objective type consists of 4 sections:

• Word and structure knowledge
• Reading
• Spoken and written expression
• Achievers section

The confident students enthusiastically participated to demonstrate their language arts skills
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Spell Bee
To enhance the learning curve at every level and to focus on the root-word phonetics, collocation, literary 
devices and the likes, the students enrolled on in Spell Bee International to ensure that every child will learn 
and retain the vocabulary which will help them not only in academics but also in their professional careers.
This competition will develop a natural curiosity for words and enable them to learn intuitively.
The Level-2 of Spell Bee International was conducted on 11th November 2019 in our school. 

Inter-School Toppers for the Spell Bee International level-1 competition is as follows:

INTER-SCHOOL TOPPERS

Sl.no Student Name Class Sec

1 Arnav Verma I E

2 Saatvik Nandan R II C

3 Ishita Mukherjee III E

4 Anish Reddy Nukala IV E

Times Inter School Quiz Competition

The Times Inter School Quiz Competition 2019, Hyderabad for 60 best schools of Hyderabad was held at 
BIRLA OPEN MINDS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL for students of Grades 9 to 12 on 25th November 2019. 
Students participated enthusiastically to compete and cheer their peers during the competition.
We at BIRLA OPEN MINDS strongly believe that ‘Real learning comes about when the competitive spirit is 
ceased’. We always encourage our students to take challenges and lead from the front.

Pride of Birla Open Minds
Ananya Settipalli Grade 7A CAIE, won Gold in Show jumping at Equestrian Premier League finale in 
Bangalore.
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Neeraj Nair of Grade 5A CAIE came 3rd in Hyderabad district swimming competition.

Felicitation for A Decade of Excellence Award
“Gratitude is the fairest blossom which springs from the soul.” – Henry Ward Beecher.
The Senior Management Team took the opportunity to felicitate during the Annual Concert our two senior 
most members of Open Minds family, Ms. Kausar Ladiwala and Ms. Suneela Dasari who have completed a 
decade of excellence - wearing different hats in their professional journey and wore them all so beautifully 
that today they are an integral part of Birla Open Minds International School. We sincerely appreciate their 
commitment and endurance. Our sincere gratitude for their wonderful contribution in the growth of the 
Institution. We look forward to celebrating together many more years of excellence in education.

Creative Minds
Abhijna Savarapu of Grade 7A CAIE has prepared the following descriptive sketch on the Bazaars of 
Hyderabad as part of English project.



16

Ananya Settipalli, the Equestrian from Grade 7A CAIE, tells us about a riding school in  Vienna, Austria.

Angel Soni of Grade 5B CAIE has prepared the following Mini-booklet on Ranthambore National Park

Delve into the fantastically imaginative artworld of Kabir Saini of Grade 4B.
“Every child is gifted, they unwrap their packages at different times”
Kabir was attracted to the world of colours from early childhood. Realizing his fascination for colours, his 
parents supported him in expressing his vivid thoughts through colorful drawings, when he was barely two 
years old. He was always curious about his immediate environment and the objects surrounding him and this 
curiosity led him to draw things from his perspective without any restraint or boundaries.
Realising Pablo Picasso’s famous words that ‘every child is an artist, the problem is how to remain an artist 
once he grows up’, his parents ensured that innocence of a child in Kabir doesn’t wane.
He started sketching anything or everything be it in his school notebooks, books or simply a piece of paper. 
Later on, realizing his true passion, he started maintaining his own illustrative journal. His teachers right 
from nursery gave him lot of encouragement and he started bringing laurels for his school in inter school 
competitions. This encouragement got a fillip in Birla Open Minds School where his teachers motivated him 
to give full expression to his creativity. This eventually brought him and his school Birla Open Minds a rare 
recognition when his painting won him an award in all India painting  competition organized by Korean 
Embassy where 29,000 paintings from 329 school all over India were in the fray and his painting was given a 
special prize and it was displayed in Modern Art Gallery, New Delhi. Recently he is also amongst the top 15 
finalists in “IKEA-Design your own stuff toy 2019” competition.



17

Besides his ever-growing passion for sketching, he is also a voracious reader and has huge collection of books. 
He is interested in pursuing a career path in Paleontology as dinosaurs has always caught his fantasies.

Saanvi of Grade 7A CAIE has prepared the following Travel Diary about her trip to Goa as part of the English 
assignment.
The following article is from Saanvi’s blogsite where she tells us about her old home in Connecticut.
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Kushagra Maheshwari of Grade 6A CAIE shows his poetic prowess  in the following poem about stars.

Laasya Rao of Grade 4A has written the following book review on ‘The Chronicles of Narnia’.

Mahathi Murari of Grade 7A CAIE writes about her visit to her Paternal Grandparent’s home.

Sarayu of Grade 7A CAIE tells us about how she spent her time in California written as a blogpost for an 
exercise in English language.
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Vaishnavi Gulati of Grade 5B CAIE has prepared the following colorful booklet about Jim Corbett National 
Park.

Srikar Chitta of Grade 4A has written the following mesmerizing story about a ‘Broken Promise.’
100 words story on Kindness: Srikar Chitta of Grade 4A was written the following article on Kindness.
Children’s Corner Contest: The following write-up by Srikar won the 2nd prize in the Teacher’s Day contest 
by Children’s Corner.
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Birla Open Minds Preschools

Health is wealth

‘Take care of your body. It is the only place you have to live!’
As part of ‘Holistic Growth’ and in order to role model to children the importance of health of every 
individual ‘Health check up camp’ for parents, staff and support staff was conducted at Birla Open Minds 
Preschool, Jubilee Hills in collaboration with Continental Hospitals. This camp consisted of checking their 
BMI, Blood Pressure and Diabetes and the turnout was commendable.

Responsibility, Fun & Integration of Art

The Funny Midget Dance, Daira art workshop, and instilling a sense of ‘responsibility’ were the cynosure 
of Birla Open Minds Preschool Nallagandla, during the month of November. The objective of fun, integration 
of art with Social Responsibility and inculcating mindfulness towards wastage of food was achieved.

Good Touch Bad Touch

“Wisdom is giving the children their wings, along with the rudder of awareness to keep them safe from 
prying hands.” Yamini Vijendra
An educative and interactive awareness workshop on ‘Good Touch and Bad Touch’ was organized by the 
staff of Birla Open Minds Preschool Chandanagar lead by Ms. Uma Sirisha. Children were educated about 
their circle of trust, to say ‘No’ whenever they are uncomfortable, and to never keep secrets from their 
parents. 
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Co-Scholastic Activity 

K1 and K2 children of Birla Open Minds Preschool, Gopanpally participated in the in-house ‘Art 
Competition’ held on 16th November 2019. They enjoyed making their masterpieces with vibrant colours. 
The Parent Teacher Association (PTA) members were mesmerized judging the creativity and the thought 
process of the young artists. The best 10 drawings will be showcased in the upcoming ‘Daira Art Exhibition’.

Special Resource Room

“I wouldn’t change you for the world, but I would change the world for you”.
Birla Open Minds Preschool, Gachibowli has set up an activity/resource room for children with special needs 
which also serves as an indoor resource room for all children requiring academic interventions, additional 
help and attention from the special needs teacher cum remedial instructor.  Teaching aids that enhance sen-
sorial, kinesthetic and fine motor experiences form the core essence of this room. The specialized instructor 
formulates achievable and structured goals for 

children in need and provides differential instruction in this special resource room. 

Parachute Play

Parachute play was undertaken as medium to promote teamwork, healthy competition, maximum 
participation, group play, gross motor skills, social skills and cognitive skills Children learnt valuable lessons 
in sportsmanship and gained confidence to participate in the second Annual Sports Day event.
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“It is the mark of an 
educated mind to be able 
to entertain a thought 
without accepting it.”

Aristotle




